FULL HOUSE & MORENA FILMS iN COLLABORATION WITH HAVANA CLUB INTERNATIONAL present

a film by

Benicio Del Toro / Pablo Trapero / Elia Suleiman / Julio Medem / Gaspar Noé / Juan Carlos Tabío / Laurent Cantet 

a contemporary

portrait of Havana
by 7 international filmmakers

Havana Club International is proud to collaborate with Fullhouse
and Morena Films in this original movie project about Havana, a city like
no other which has always been an inspiration for great artists.
Choosing to make a movie about Havana was a natural step for independent
movie producers Fullhouse and Morena Films and one of the most
iconic brands of Cuba, Havana Club.

Together,

they selected 7 talented international filmmakers
to create the 7 Days in Havana project. Havana Club International
was the ideal partner for such an initiative. The company is known as the genuine
guardian of the Cuban rum tradition, producing 100% of its rum in Cuba.
Not only has it become a true ambassador for Cuban culture across the globe, but
Havana Club International also actively promotes the Cuban arts scene.
The brand’s ambition, through the Havana Cultura project, is to bring Cuban creativity
and talents to an international audience.
Havana Club International is going one step further thanks to the
7 Days In Havana Project. Through seven short films based on stories written by
Cuban writer Leonardo Padura, they reveal the fascinating spirit of Havana and
the unique way of life of its community.
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THE FILM
7 DAYS IN HAVANA...
... is a snapshot of Havana
in 2011: a contemporary portrait

THE CONCEPT

of this eclectic city, both timeless
and looking to the future, through a feature movie made of 7 chapters directed by
7 international directors. Benicio del Toro, Pablo Trapero, Laurent Cantet, Elia
Suleiman, Juan Carlos Tabío, Gaspar Noé, Julio Medem.

The directors have been invited to be part of this project with a common purpose:
to capture, through their different sensibilities, origins and cinematographic
styles, the warmth and intensity that make this city unique.

EACH CHAPTER

depicts a day of the week, throughout the daily
and extraordinary lives of the different characters.
Far from the touristic clichés, this film is meant to express the soul of this city and
its diverse neighborhoods, atmospheres, generations and cultures, in a touching,
entertaining and funny style.

ALL

seven stories have independent plots, but the many connections between
them help to create a powerful dramatic unity.
Shared locations play their part: emblematic Havana landmarks like
the beach or the Hotel Nacional form the backdrop for some of the chapters. Several
characters appear in more than one story - a protagonist in one chapter plays
a secondary role in another - subtly connecting the narratives and demonstrating
that in Havana all social spheres run parallel, intertwine and intersect at various
times of the week.
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THE 7 DIRECTORS
& first exclusive

pictures
benicio del toro

Actor Benicio del Toro has an outstanding
career with memorable characters such
as in The Usual Suspects (1995) directed by Bryan Singer, Fear and Loathing
in Las Vegas (1998) directed by Terry
Gilliam, Traffic (2001), directed by Steven
Soderbergh, for which he won the Oscar for
best supporting actor, 21 grams (2003)
directed by Alejandro González Iñárritu and
Che (2008) directed by Steven Soderbergh
for which he won Best Actor Palme D’Or
at Cannes Film Festival.
This is Benicio del Toro’s first time behind
the camera.
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PABLO
TRAPERO

Pablo Trapero usually says that Havana is a
myth which echeos in a very special way in
the heart of Latin-American filmmakers.
His first experience with Havana goes back
to 1995 when he came to present his short
film Negocios. Since then, he has visited
Cuba many times. This movie is the first
feature he fully shoots outside Argentina.
Pablo has directed 5 movies which have
all been shown in major festivals such
as Venice, Cannes or Toronto: Mundo
Grua (Venice Film Festival, Critic’s Week)
El Bonaerense (Cannes Film Festival, Official
Selection, Un Certain Regard), Familia
Rodante (Venice Film Festival, Official
Competition), Nacido y Criado (Toronto Film
Festival), Leonera (Cannes Film festival Official
Competition), Carancho (Cannes Film Festival,
Offical Selection, Un Certain Regard).
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elia
suleiman

Elia Suleiman, director, scriptwriter
and Palestinian actor, is mostly
known for his movie Divine
Intervention, a tragic modern
comedy that deals with the daily
life in the Israel-Palestine.
The movie received the Jury
Prize at the Cannes Film Festival
in 2002. Regularly compared
to Tati or Keaton, Elia Suleiman
knows how to match ludicrous
and serious styles with the same
poetic way.
The director did his come-back
in Cannes in 2009 with his movie
The Time That Remains.
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JULIO MEDem

Julio Medem is a brilliant director,
inclined to reflect the reality
of his characters as well as their
subconscious. With his first film,
Cows, he won a Goya award
as Best New Director and many
other
international
awards.
The Red Squirrel and Earth were
also very celebrated in Cannes
Festival. He achieved international
success with Lovers of the Arctic
Circle and Sex and Lucía. Since
then, he has directed The Basque
Ball, Chaotic Ana and Room in
Rome.
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gaspar noé
Born in Argentina and then exiled
to Europe during the military dictatorship, Gaspar Noé is the most LatinAmerican of the French directors. Since
his childhood, he had nourished fantasies of Cuba through the many stories his
father told him about to the time he lived
there in the 1970s.
When he came to Havana for the first time
in 2009 to present his film, Enter the
Void, he was blown away.
Filmmaker of the transgression, the slums
and taboos, Gaspar Noé’s experience in
Cuba could only have been radical and
chamanistic.
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juan carlos
Tabío

Juan Carlos Tabío has been associated to
the most famous Cuban movies and has
writen some of the most beautiful pages
of Cuban cinema with Tomás Gutiérrez
Alea. Together they co-directed Fresa
y Chocolate, which won a Silver Bear
at the Berlin Film Festival in 1994 and
Guantanamera selected to Venice Film
Festival in 1995. Alone, Tabío directed,
among other films, Plaff, best film at the
New York Latino Film Festival in 1988
and Lista de Espera selected to Cannes
Film Festival in 2000.
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laurent

cantet

Ardent Cubanophilic and fervent
admirer of Cuban literature, Laurent
Cantet went to Havana many times
and had always dreamt of making
a film there. The French director
and screenwriter became known
to the public with his film Human
Resources, which won a Césars
award in 1999. Since then, he has
made three feature films:
Time Out, Heading South and
The Class, which won the Golden
Palm at the Cannes Film Festival
in 2008. The short film he made in
Havana is the fruit of his deep bond
with the Cuban culture.
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&

COORDINATOR

Cuban novelist Leonardo Padura has
coordinated screenplays, with his wife,
Lucia López Coll.They wrote three of the
screenplays for the film 7 Days in Havana:
El Yuma for Benicio del Toro, La tentación
de Cecilia for Julio Medem and Dulce
Amargo for Juan Carlos Tabío.

PADURA

LEONARDO

THETHEAUTHOR
ARTISTIC

Born in 1955, Leonardo Padura Fuentes is a journalist, a scriptwriter
and a novelist. He belongs to the generation that grew up during
the revolution. Through his novels he describes the contemporary
Cuban society and the daily life of Havana’s inhabitants. Among
the novels that built his reputation, we can find in Cuba but worldwide
: Vientos de Cuaresma, Adios Hemingway, Mascaras, Cuatros
estaciones ,...
He notably created the character of Mario Conde. Leonardo Padura
is one of the most known Cuban authors Worldwide. His novels have
been translated into English, French, Italian, Portuguese and German.
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3 FORINNOVATing
partners

1MOVIE

HAVANA CLUB INTERNATIONAL

• Havana Club International is a French-Cuban joint venture.
• Key to Havana Club International success are its authentic Cuban origin and
the recognized quality of its rums. They are all aged, hence the use of the word
“Añejo” - aged - on the bottles.

FULL HOUSE

Created in 2009, FULL HOUSE is a joint label between
two production companies: MANEKI FILMS and BORSALINO PRODUCTIONS. Both
companies have agreed to coproduce feature films on a systematic basis. The structure
was designed to produce French and international movies through an executive production
or an international coproduction.
3 producers have gathered to start the Full House structure: Didar Domehri, former
international sales director at FILMS DISTRIBUTION and founder of Maneki films, Laurent
Baudens and Gael Nouaille founders of BORSALINO PRODUCTIONS. Both of them have
international sales and acquisition activities within WILD BUNCH Company.

MORENA FILMS

Since 1999 MORENA FILMS has been producing
feature films, documentaries and television programs. Throughout this time, MORENA
has produced more than 20 feature films including dramas, comedies, thrillers and
animation features. Their main strategy is focused on the production of innovative and
high quality projects with commercial appeal focused on the international markets.
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“

A comment from independent movie producers

Full House
and
Morena films

HAVANA CLUB IS a true icon in Havana and is extremely
proud of highlighting Havana’s image around the world.

Usually, we wouldn’t have thought about such a partnership.
The worlds of brands and independent movie producers don’t
often meet, yet the idea of working together was natural.
Havana Club is extremely connected to its domestic country
in a way that overcomes the traditional business perimeter. It’s a
true icon in Havana and seems extremely proud of highlighting
Havana’s image around the world. Also, its involvement in
contemporary Cuban culture through the Havana Cultura
initiative is a genuine sign of its interest and respect for
artists work. Havana Club International participation has been
instrumental in the project 7 days in Havana. We believe that
we have found an original partner for a movie that
we all expect to be an original portrayal of Havana.

Alvaro Longoria for Morena Films, Didar Domehri,
Laurent Baudens, Gaël Nouaille for Full House

“
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1/ what is Havana Cultura?

SPREADING CONTEMPORARY
CUBAN CULTURE
Havana Cultura has been developed to give modern Cuban artists
of all art disciplines a unique platform to showcase their work
internationally and convey their true way of life. It began in 2007
with a website Havana-cultura.com, the true backbone of the global
initiative. From visual artists to hip-hop bands, writers to designers,
dancers to film directors, the site is a treasure trove of films and
images that beautifully capture the essence and ‘philosophy of life’
inherent to Havana.
Two new artists are presented on a monthly basis. To date, 80 artists
have been interviewed and 60 are already online, giving viewers a
unique, interactive insight into their lives, their art and the city that
inspires it.
Havana Cultura has developed further by hosting cultural events all
around the world - Canada, Germany, Spain, UK, France, Ukraine,
Chile, and two central production projects in the field of music, with
Gilles Peterson collaboration, and visual arts, with a grants program.
© Guy Aroch
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Sharing the same vision as Havana Club International, world renowned
DJ and music producer Gilles Peterson’s adventure with Havana Cultura
has burrowed to the heart of Havana’s music underground. Back in 2009
Gilles teamed up with the award-winning Cuban jazz pianist Roberto
Fonseca to find the very best up and coming musical talent in Havana.
Havana Cultura: New Cuba Sound represented the biggest collection of
contemporary Cuban musicians in a single musical initiative since the
highly acclaimed Buena Vista Social Club project in 1997. This collaboration was further developed
in 2010 through two albums: Havana Cultura Remix and Havana Cultura Sessions featuring Danay
Suarez and on tour in various music festivals.
Continuing his longstanding love affair with Cuba and its musical melting pot, Gilles Peterson
is back in 2011 with a new chapter in his Havana Cultura album series, Havana Cultura:
The Search Continues. The double CD album is again a celebration of Cuba’s brightest musical
talent spanning from Latin, Afro jazz and fusion to hip-hop, funk, reggaeton and soul: Danay Suarez,
Edgaro “El Productor en Jefe”, Arema Arega, Edrey from duo Ogguere, Los Aldeanos, Silvito El Libre,
Melvis Santa, El Micha, El Tipo Este, Telmary...

what is Havana Cultura?

2 / GILLES PETERSON
COLLABORATION TO SPREAD
« NEW CUBA SOUND »
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3 / ART SUPPORT PROGRAM
IN HAVANA
© Havana cultura
Alejandro González - Cuba, año cero
(Cuba, YearZero). Photography 2010

© Havana cultura
Reiner Nande - Anatomia del tiempo (Anatomy of time).
Video Installation 2010

© Havana cultura
Yunior Aguiar, Javier Castro, Luis Gárciga, Celia Gonzalez,
Reiner Quer and Grethell Rasúa - Un olor que entra por mi ventana (A smell that comes through my window). Installation 2010

In September 2010, Havana Club International launched a program that provides grants to emerging Cuban
artists. Every year, six art projects are selected and produced thanks to this innovative program and financial
support from the company. Year after year, Havana Club International builds a database of artists, as part of an
expanding archive of Cuban contemporary art, and a collection to be shown in Cuba and around the world. The
three projects selected for the first 6-months session have been produced. They will be exhibited during Havana
Art Biennial 2012, along with the new projects.

Selection of works
Havana Cultura artists
© Havana cultura

© Alexandre Arrechea

© Havana cultura

Duvier Del Dago - Black Box

Alexandre Arrechea - Architectural

Yoan Capote - Open Mind

The three projects are from
Alejandro González, Reinier Nande
and artist’s collective composed by
Yunior Aguiar, Javier Castro, Luis
Gárciga, Celia Gonzalez, Renier
Quer and Grethell Rasúa.

The jury is composed of experts and professionals:
Jorge Fernández, Director of the Wifredo Lam Center and of the Havana
Biennial; Sachie Hernández, Curator; Lázaro Saavedra and René Francisco
Rodríguez, prominent visual artists and professors of the Higher Institute
of Arts; Roberto Cossío, art specialist at the National Visual Arts Council.
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7

A cultural days
innovation in havana
he movie 7 Days in Havana is the culmination of the Havana
Club International’s involvement towards contemporary
Cuban culture. Beyond a formal patronage approach, the
company has chosen a new path to mark a step forward
in its cultural commitment. Havana Club International has
been involved at the earliest stage, linked up with the producers Full
House and Morena Films to launch this exciting production.
© Guy Aroch
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DIRECTORS:

FULL HOUSE
&
MORENA
FILMS:
PRO

DUCTION NOTES

AN EXPERIENCE IN PRODUCING INDEPENDENT MOVIES

Each short takes place during one week
and crosses the preparation of the following
one. This enables an interaction between
the artisitic and technical teams. Several
characters appear in more than one story,
a main character in one chapter becoming
secondary in another and so on.
Certain photography directors worked with

various directors, for example Daniel Aranyo
collaborated with Benicio del Toro, Pablo
Trapero, Elia Suleiman and Julio Medem.
The connection between the stories and
the characters can be considered as a link
among the different chapters. That system
brings an authentic and dramatic value to
these spacial and temporal creations.

Benicio del Toro, Pablo Trapero,
Elia Suleiman, Julio Medem,

FULL HOUSE

Gaspar Noé, Juan Carlos Tabío,
Laurent Cantet
SCRIPTWRITER & ARTISTIC
COORDINATION:
Leonardo Padura
DIRECTORS OF PHOTOGRAPHY:
Daniel Aranyó, Diego Dussuel
LENGTH: 100 minutes
FORMAT: HD / 35mm
SHOOTING DATES: March/April
2011 (7 weeks, one for
each director)
LOCATION: Havana (Cuba)
LANGUAGE : Spanish
PRODUCERS:
Full House - Didar Domehri,
Laurent Baudens, Gaël Nouaille
(France) Morena Films - Alvaro
Longoria (Spain)
In collaboration with Havana
Club International SA

MOVIES COMPLETED:
11 FLEURS
Directed by Wang Xiaoshuai
In Coproduction with Chinese Shadows
(Hong Kong), Wang Xiaoshuai(China)
and Arte France International
Sales : Films Distribution.
Expected release in France by
Haut et court, March 2012

MOVIES IN PRE PRODUCTION:
LA CONFRERIE DES LARMES
(2012)
Directed by Jean-Baptiste Andrea
With Patrick Bruel
In Coproduction With
Red Lion(Luxembourg)

MOVIES IN PRODUCTION:
VILLA (2011)
Directed by Pablo Trapero
With Jérémie Renier, Ricardo Darin,
Martina Gusman
Coproduction With Morena Films (Spain),
Mantanza Cine (Argentina)
International Sales: Wild Bunch
Expected release in France by Ad Vitam,
2012.

more informations coming soon on : www.sevendaysinhavana.com
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MORENA FILMS
FEATURE FILMS IN PRODUCTION
VILLA
Directed by Pablo Trapero.
With Ricardo Darín and Jérémie Renier.
INVADER
Directed by Daniel Calparsoro.
With Alberto Ammann.
Coproduced with Vaca Films and Mandarin
Cinema
THE LAST DAYS
Written and directed by Alex and David Pastor.
Coproduced with Antena3 Films y Rebelión
Terrestre
With José Coronado.
ALACRÁN ENAMORADO
Directed by Santiago Zannou. With Alex
González,
Miguel Ángel Silvestre.

FEATURE FILMS PRODUCED
EVEN THE RAIN (2010)
Directed by Icíar Bollaín. With Luis Tosar and
Gael García Bernal.
In coproduction with Mandarin Cinema (France)
and Alebrije (México).
3 Goya Awards.
BON APPETIT (2010)
Directed by David Pinillos. With Unax Ugalde
and Nora Tschirner. In coproduction with Egoli
Tosell (Germany) and Zodiac Pictures
(Switzerland).
1 Goya Award.
ROOM IN ROME (2010)
Directed by Julio Medem. With Elena Anaya
and Natasha Yarovenko.
4 Goya Award Nominations.
CELL 211 (2009)
Directed by Daniel Monzón. With Luis Tosar,
Alberto Ammann, Marta Etura and Antonio
Resines. In coproduction with Vaca
Films,Telecinco Cinema (Spain)
and La Fabrique 2 (France).
8 Goya Awards including “Best Movie”

CHE: PART 1 and 2 (2008)
Directed by Steven Soderbergh.
With Benicio Del Toro.
In coproduction with Laura Bickford Productions
and Tele 5 (Espagne).
Cannes Film festival 2008 (Best Actor Award for
Benicio del Toro).
THE APPEARED (2007)
Directed by Paco Cabezas,
With Javier Pereira and Ruth Díaz.
In coproduction with Pensa & Rocca (Argentina),
Jaleo Films, Oberón Cinematográfica (Spain)
and Hepp Film (Sweden).
THE ZONE (2006)
Directed by Rodrigo Plá. With Maribel Verdú and
Daniel Giménez Cacho. Venise film festival
2008.
In coproduction with Buenaventura (Mexico).
THE TRUTH AND OTHER LIES (2004)
Directed by Alvaro Fernández Armero and
coproduced with DeAPlaneta.
With Natalia Verbeke, Tristan Ulloa, Oscar
Jaenada and María Esteve.

DOCUMENTARIES PRODUCED
FRAGA/ CARILLO (2008)
Directed by Jose Luis López Linares
and Manuel Martín Cuenca.
Malaga Spanish Cinema Festival
2009.
IBERIA (2004)
Directed by Carlos Saura. Toronto
2005.
LOOKING FOR FIDEL (2004)
Directed by Oliver Stone.
San Sebastian Film Festival.
COMANDANTE (2003)
Directed by Oliver Stone.
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produced
by
:
Full House
Morena Films

inHavanacollaboration
with
:
Club International
special
thanks
to
:
M&C Saatchi GAD
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